CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE
TITLE 17. RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME [679 - 680]
(Title 17 added by Stats. 1986, Ch. 1427, Sec. 1.)

679.

In recognition of the civil and moral duty of victims and witnesses of crime to fully
and voluntarily cooperate with law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies, and in
further recognition of the continuing importance of this citizen cooperation to state
and local law enforcement efforts and the general effectiveness and well-being of
the criminal justice system of this state, the Legislature declares its intent, in the
enactment of this title, to ensure that all victims and witnesses of crime are treated
with dignity, respect, courtesy, and sensitivity. It is the further intent that the
rights enumerated in Section 679.02 relating to victims and witnesses of crime are
honored and protected by law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and judges in a
manner no less vigorous than the protections afforded criminal defendants. It is the
intent of the Legislature to add to Section 679.02 references to new rights as or as
soon after they are created. The failure to enumerate in that section a right which is
enumerated elsewhere in the law shall not be deemed to diminish the importance
or enforceability of that right.

(Added by Stats. 1986, Ch. 1427, Sec. 1.)

679.01.

As used in this title, the following definitions shall control:

(a) “Crime” means an act committed in this state which, if committed by a
competent adult, would constitute a misdemeanor or felony.

(b) “Victim” means a person against whom a crime has been committed.

(c) “Witness” means any person who has been or is expected to testify for the
prosecution, or who, by reason of having relevant information, is subject to call or
likely to be called as a witness for the prosecution, whether or not any action or
proceeding has yet been commenced.

(Added by Stats. 1986, Ch. 1427, Sec. 1.)

679.02.

(a) The following are hereby established as the statutory rights of victims and
witnesses of crimes:

(1) To be notified as soon as feasible that a court proceeding to which he or she has
been subpoenaed as a witness will not proceed as scheduled, provided the
prosecuting attorney determines that the witness’ attendance is not required.

(2) Upon request of the victim or a witness, to be informed by the prosecuting
attorney of the final disposition of the case, as provided by Section 11116.10.
(3) For the victim, the victim’s parents or guardian if the victim is a minor, or the
next of kin of the victim if the victim has died, to be notified of all sentencing
proceedings, and of the right to appear, to reasonably express his or her views,
have those views preserved by audio or video means as provided in Section
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1191.16, and to have the court consider his or her statements, as provided by
Sections 1191.1 and 1191.15.

(4) For the victim, the victim’s parents or guardian if the victim is a minor, or the
next of kin of the victim if the victim has died, to be notified of all juvenile
disposition hearings in which the alleged act would have been a felony if committed
by an adult, and of the right to attend and to express his or her views, as provided
by Section 656.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(5) Upon request by the victim or the next of kin of the victim if the victim has
died, to be notified of any parole eligibility hearing and of the right to appear, either
personally as provided by Section 3043 of this code, or by other means as provided
by Sections 3043.2 and 3043.25 of this code, to reasonably express his or her
views, and to have his or her statements considered, as provided by Section 3043
of this code and by Section 1767 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(6) Upon request by the victim or the next of kin of the victim if the crime was a
homicide, to be notified of an inmate’s placement in a reentry or work furlough
program, or notified of the inmate’s escape as provided by Section 11155.

(7) To be notified that he or she may be entitled to witness fees and mileage, as
provided by Section 1329.1.

(8) For the victim, to be provided with information concerning the victim’s right to
civil recovery and the opportunity to be compensated from the Restitution Fund
pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 13959) of Part 4 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code and Section 1191.2 of this code.

(9) To the expeditious return of his or her property which has allegedly been stolen
or embezzled, when it is no longer needed as evidence, as provided by Chapter 12
(commencing with Section 1407) and Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 1417)
of Title 10 of Part 2.

(10) To an expeditious disposition of the criminal action.

(11) To be notified, if applicable, in accordance with Sections 679.03 and 3058.8 if
the defendant is to be placed on parole.

(12) For the victim, upon request, to be notified of any pretrial disposition of the
case, to the extent required by Section 28 of Article | of the California Constitution.
(A) A victim may request to be notified of a pretrial disposition.

(B) The victim may be notified by any reasonable means available.

Nothing in this paragraph is intended to affect the right of the people and the
defendant to an expeditious disposition as provided in Section 1050.

(13) For the victim, to be notified by the district attorney’s office of the right to
request, upon a form provided by the district attorney’s office, and receive a notice
pursuant to paragraph (14), if the defendant is convicted of any of the following
offenses:

(A) Assault with intent to commit rape, sodomy, oral copulation, or any violation of
Section 264.1, 288, or 289, in violation of Section 220.

(B) A violation of Section 207 or 209 committed with the intent to commit a
violation of Section 261, 262, 286, 288, 288a, or 289.

(C) Rape, in violation of Section 261.

(D) Oral copulation, in violation of Section 288a.

(E) Sodomy, in violation of Section 286.

(F) A violation of Section 288.

(G) A violation of Section 289.



(14) When a victim has requested notification pursuant to paragraph (13), the
sheriff shall inform the victim that the person who was convicted of the offense has
been ordered to be placed on probation, and give the victim notice of the proposed
date upon which the person will be released from the custody of the sheriff.

(b) The rights set forth in subdivision (a) shall be set forth in the information and
educational materials prepared pursuant to Section 13897.1. The information and
educational materials shall be distributed to local law enforcement agencies and
local victims’ programs by the Victims’ Legal Resource Center established pursuant
to Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 13897) of Title 6 of Part 4.

(c) Local law enforcement agencies shall make available copies of the materials
described in subdivision (b) to victims and witnesses.

(d) Nothing in this section is intended to affect the rights and services provided to
victims and witnesses by the local assistance centers for victims and witnesses.

(e) The court shall not release statements, made pursuant to paragraph (3) or (4)
of subdivision (a), to the public prior to the statement being heard in court.
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 77, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2012.)

679.026.

(a) It is the intent of the people of the State of California in enacting this section to
implement the rights of victims of crime established in Section 28 of Article | of the
California Constitution to be informed of the rights of crime victims enumerated in
the Constitution and in the statutes of this state.

(b) Every victim of crime has the right to receive without cost or charge a list of the
rights of victims of crime recognized in Section 28 of Article | of the California
Constitution. These rights shall be known as “Marsy Rights.”

(c) (1) Every law enforcement agency investigating a criminal act and every agency
prosecuting a criminal act shall, as provided herein, at the time of initial contact
with a crime victim, during follow-up investigation, or as soon thereafter as deemed
appropriate by investigating officers or prosecuting attorneys, provide or make
available to each victim of the criminal act without charge or cost a “Marsy Rights”
card described in paragraphs (3) and (4).

(2) The victim disclosures required under this section shall be available to the public
at a state funded and maintained Web site authorized pursuant to Section 14260 of
the Penal Code to be known as “Marsy’s Page.”

(3) The Attorney General shall design and make available in “.pdf” or other imaging
format to every agency listed in paragraph (1) a “Marsy Rights” card, which shall
contain the rights of crime victims described in subdivision (b) of Section 28 of
Article | of the California Constitution, information on the means by which a crime
victim can access the web page described in paragraph (2), and a toll-free
telephone number to enable a crime victim to contact a local victim’s assistance
office.

(4) Every law enforcement agency which investigates criminal activity shall, if
provided without cost to the agency by any organization classified as a nonprofit
organization under paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 501 of the Internal
Revenue Code, make available and provide to every crime victim a “Victims’
Survival and Resource Guide” pamphlet and/or video that has been approved by
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the Attorney General. The “Victims’ Survival and Resource Guide” and video shall
include an approved “Marsy Rights” card, a list of government agencies, nonprofit
victims’ rights groups, support groups, and local resources that assist crime victims,
and any other information which the Attorney General determines might be helpful
to victims of crime.

(5) Any agency described in paragraph (1) may in its discretion design and
distribute to each victim of a criminal act its own Victims’ Survival and Resource
Guide and video, the contents of which have been approved by the Attorney
General, in addition to or in lieu of the materials described in paragraph (4).

(Added November 4, 2008, by initiative Proposition 9, Sec. 6.1. Note: Prop. 9 is titled the
Victims' Bill of Rights Act of 2008: Marsy's Law.)
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