Sample letter to HOUSE on HR607
Please print on your office letterhead

April XX, 2011
The Honorable JOHN/JANE DOE
United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Congressman/Congresswoman DOE:
I am writing to strongly urge you to become a cosponsor of the Broadband for First Responders Act of 2011 (H.R.607). This legislation, introduced by Congressman Peter King (R-NY) and Congressman Bennie Thompson (D-MS) is crucial as it allocates the D Block to public safety; as well as provides for the necessary framework and funding to develop and implement a nationwide public safety interoperable mobile broadband network. 
While 10MHz of spectrum has already been designated for public safety use; it is not nearly enough. Through H.R. 607, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will be required to allocate the 10MHz of the 700MHz spectrum, known as the D Block, for use by public safety. The D Block will then be added to the current 10MHz available to public safety, providing a total of 20MHz of continual spectrum; thus, enabling the creation of a strong nationwide public safety interoperable mobile broadband network.

Through the broadband network, a fully interoperable, advanced nationwide public safety communications system would be created, capable of linking each and every local, tribal, state, and federal emergency responder. The network would provide public safety agencies access to new broadband technologies and facilitate effective communications among first responders not only in emergencies, but as part of cooperative communications plans; thereby, enabling first responders from different disciplines, such as law enforcement and fire departments, and jurisdictions to work together in emergency preparedness and response across the country. Additionally, the envisioned public/private partnership will also provide much needed public safety, as well as commercial broadband service, to rural America
Moreover, the mobile broadband network will enable our local, tribal, state and federal public safety agencies to provide more cost effective services to their communities and save millions of dollars in the efficient delivery of next generation technologies. Such cost effective measures are critical at a time when law enforcement agencies are facing significant financial hardships nationwide.

As the Sheriff of ___________ County, I strongly urge you to cosponsor H.R. 607 – Broadband for First Responders Act of 2011 to allocate the D Block spectrum to public safety and provide funding for the creation and implementation of a nationwide public safety interoperable mobile broadband network. I thank you for your continued support of the critical needs of the law enforcement nationwide.

Sincerely,

Sheriff ___________

Name of County, State

