2019-08
NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS DEDICATED
FEDERAL TRAFFIC SAFETY FUNDING FOR HIGH RISK VEHICLE
PURSUIT AND TRAINING EQUIPMENT
WHEREAS, over the last decade, 1068 officers have tragically been killed in the line of duty.
Of these brave officers, 577 died in crashes, almost always involving a motor vehicle 1, and;
WHEREAS, 55% of fatal officer driver crashes were while responding to a call for service 2,
and;
WHEREAS, 60% of law enforcement involved deadly crashes involved only the law
enforcement vehicle 3, and
WHEREAS, more than 5,000 bystanders and passengers have been killed in law enforcement
vehicle pursuits since 1979 4, and;
WHEREAS, over an eight-year period over 70,000 law enforcement officers were injured as a
result of transportation related injuries (2003-2011) 5 and;
WHEREAS, more than 66,000 people have been injured over a nine-year period, or an
estimated 7,200 annually, as a result of pursuit related activities (2004-2013) 6 and;
WHEREAS, pursuit related vehicle crashes result in over $1,000,000 in property damage
annually 7, and;
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WHEREAS, there have been $1.4 billion in jury awarded damages resulting from high risk
vehicle events from 1988-2007 8, and;
WHEREAS, over the past 10 years, more law enforcement officers have died in traffic incidents
than from any other cause, including shootings 9, and;
WHEREAS, since 1999 the U.S. Department of Justice Bullet Proof Vest Partnership has
awarded more than 13,000 jurisdictions a total of $430 million in federal funds for the purchase
of over one million vests (1,294,837) as of July 2017 10,
WHEREAS, the average law enforcement officer receives continuous firearms training and
practice, yet on average receives a career total of 40 hours of emergency vehicle operations
training early in their career, according to a 2006 Justice Department report 11, and;
WHEREAS, the National Institute of Justice found that pursuit technology serves as one
strategy to help reduce the number of such pursuits and promote increased safety for officers and
the public 12, and;
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has encouraged the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) to
develop a better data collection process to accurately capture the number of deaths and injuries
from police pursuit and high-risk vehicle events. 13
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) and
the NSA Traffic Safety Committee urges Congress and the Department of Justice to create a
dedicated federal funding program specifically designed to provide traffic safety training and
technology equipment to mitigate high-risk vehicle events for the purpose of officer and
community safety.
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This resolution was adopted by the membership of the National Sheriffs’ Association on June 18, 2019, at the Annual Conference of the National
Sheriffs’ Association, in Louisville, Kentucky. The resolution shall remain in effect until June 18, 2023, in accordance with Article XIII, Section
6, of the Constitution and Bylaws of the National Sheriffs’ Association.

