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Officer Observations on Scene

DV Suspects with a History of Animal Abuse most 

commonly reported as:

• Calm

• Apologetic

• Crying



“We never knew which person we were going to get. 

Was he going to be the seemingly nice, calm, 

understanding person or would he be the terrifying, very 

very bad person? We had to watch our words so 

carefully because the wrong word would turn him into 

that other person so quickly.”



Animal Abuse Perpetration as an Indicator of Risk for Families



Domestic Violence in the U.S. 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020



Domestic Violence Declining?



Problems with “self-reporting”

Self-reported through phone or in-person 
interviews

Excludes: 

Very poor

Do not speak English

“Chaotic” lives

Military families living on base

 Individuals who are hospitalized, homeless, 
institutionalized, or incarcerated



Low Response Rates (DV Reports)

National Violence Against Women Survey

African American Women (10%)

Female adults under the age of 30 years (19%)

National Crime Victimization Survey

Non-Hispanic White Female (77%)

Residing in Urban Area (30%)

One or More Children in Household (30%)





Study/County Population Demographics

Gender Victim

(n = 9420)

Witness

(n = 7591)

Suspect

(n = 9406)

Marion County Population

(n = 903,393)

Male 12% ***48% 88% 48%

Female 88% ***52% 12% 52%

Age 

Under 5 years 0% 37% 0% 8%

5 to 9 years 0% 19% 0% 7%

10 to 14 years 0% 12% 0% 7%

15 to 19 years 6% 7% 3% 7%

20 to 29 years 44% 10% 41% 17%

30 to 39 years 29% 5% 29% 15%

40 to 49 years 14% 4% 16% 13%

50 to 54 years 4% 2% 5% 7%

55+ years 3% 3% 4% 21%

Ethnicity

White 46% 40% 38% 60%

African American 51% 56% 59% 26%

Hispanic 2% 3% 2% 9%

Other 1% 1% 1% 5%
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Campbell IPV Study

 Annual IPV victimization rate for Marion 
County was 441 victims per 100,000 
population aged 12 and older

46% Severe IPV IPV occurring in 

Marion County at 

8x the National 

Average Rate.



Environment of Violence

 On average, couples with IPV history have had __ prior, 

unreported incidents.

10

*Average of 5 per month



“The suspect reportedly chased the 

victim throughout the home before the 

victim managed to lock herself in the 

upstairs bathroom. The suspect broke 

through the bathroom door with a 

baseball bat and dragged the victim 

down the hall to her bedroom. The 

victim struggled with the suspect, at 

which point he struck the victim over the 

head with a lamp, knocking her 

unconscious. The victim’s three children 

were present in the home but had been 

locked in their bedrooms prior to the 

incident and did not witness the event”.



Campbell IPV Study (2018)



80%

60%



“It wasn’t until I told him I was leaving 

that he began to target my children 

and cats.”



“This is the only way your mom will 

listen…I’m sorry I have to do this to 

you.”



“He said if I left it would be a death 

sentence for my Beagle. My kids 

loved that dog so much and I knew 

he would kill it if I left…so I stayed for 

5 more years.”



“The cats are completely different 

now that we have them. I remember 

how skittish they were in her home. 

It’s as if they were absorbing the fear 

and stress my daughter was 

experiencing.”



Perpetrator Gender

97%

3%

Perpetrator Gender (Animal Abuse AND IPV)

Male Female



Victim Race

68%
4%

28%

Victim Race (Animal Abuse AND IPV)

White Hispanic Black



Increasing Risk

 Incidents increase in severity and frequency over time.

 RISK FOR ALL IN HOME increases with EACH incident.

 When Suspects have a History of Pet Abuse, Victims are 

more likely to wait to call 911.

 May experience 20-50 incidents BEFORE calling 911.

 Higher Risk for First Responders?

 Intimate Partner Violence Homicides may involve Suspects with NO 

PRIOR REPORTS of IPV.



History of Animal Abuse?

 Rape
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 Strangulation
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 Toxic Stress (Emotional Abuse)
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 Toxic Stress (Emotional Abuse)
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Animal Control Runs (2017) Domestic Violence (2018)



Domestic ViolenceAnimal Incidents
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Domestic ViolenceAnimal Incidents



Patterns in Reports of Family Violence

Incident Type Incident Date

Domestic Disturbance 3-Sep-16

Domestic Disturbance 11-Jan-18

Animal Complaint 6-Apr-18

Animal Complaint 19-Jun-18

Animal Complaint 7-Aug-18

Incident Type Incident Date

Animal Complaint 6-Jan-16

Animal Complaint 5-Jun-16

Animal Bite / Attack 8-Jul-16

Domestic Disturbance 2-Oct-16

Domestic Disturbance 3-Oct-16

Domestic Disturbance 17-Jan-17

Domestic Disturbance 18-May-17

Incident Type Incident Date

Domestic Disturbance 28-Mar-16

Domestic Disturbance 6-Oct-16

Animal Complaint 28-Jan-17

Domestic Disturbance 17-Jun-17

Loose Animal 31-May-18

Domestic Disturbance 18-Aug-18

Domestic Disturbance 21-Oct-18

Animal Complaint 23-Oct-18



Importance of Animal Control



Report Source?



Animal Abuse Perpetration as an Indicator of Risk for 

Communities



Community Risks

Trauma/Assault (2016-2018)Animal-Related Incidents (2016)



Community Risks

Violent/Sexual OffendersAnimal-Related Incidents



Community Risks

AA with FirearmAnimal-Related Incidents



Community Risks

Rape/Rape AttemptsAnimal-Related Incidents



Risk for Community

 Suspects Often Flee Scene

 Fewer Arrests

 Under Influence (46%)

 Child Exposure?

 Young Disproportionately 

Represented

 Cycle in Motion





Observation (n = 2434) Victim %

Afraid 1111 46%

Angry 588 24%

Apologetic 142 6%

Bruises 499 21%

Calm 515 21%

Complaint of Pain 1288 53%

Crying 989 41%

Nervous 855 35%

Panicked 383 16%

Police Officer Observations (Victim)



Police Officer Observations (Child)

Observation (n = 1336) TOTAL %

Afraid 390 29%

Angry 66 5%

Calm 667 50%

Complaint of Pain 40 3%

Crying 312 23%

Nervous 221 17%

Panicked 47 4%

Withdrawn 51 4%



Egeland (1987)

 Longitudinal study of 267 high risk families

 Poverty

 Limited Education

 Youth of Mother (40% teenagers)

 “chaotic living conditions”

 Control group of mother’s providing adequate 

care



Egeland (1987)

Four maltreatment groups

Physical Abusive

Hostile/Verbally Abusive

Psychologically Unavailable

Neglecting



Egeland (1987)

Children who experienced emotional 
neglect or “psychologically unavailable 
parenting” suffered most dramatic 
consequences.

Children victimized by maltreatment during 
first two years of life exhibit more negative 
outcomes then those victimized after 
reaching the age of 2 yrs.



Victimized Caregiver

Caregiver’s 
emotional 

needs unmet

Caregiver 
unable to 

meet 
emotional 
needs of 

child

Deterioration 
of caregiver-

child 
relationship

Behavioral 
difficulties in 

child

Further 
exasperation 
of caregiver-

child 
relationship





What Do Pets Provide?

 Protection

 Comfort

 Friendship

 Sense of Purpose

 Acceptance

 Stability

 Hope/“Light in the Darkness”

 Entertainment/Laughter

ALL critical components for emotional health and well-being.



"Pet dog presence significantly buffered the 

perceived stress response in comparison to 

children in the alone and parent present 

conditions."

Foster 

Example



How Does Emotional Maltreatment 

Affect Children?



EM – Brain Development

 Earliest Stages of Infancy
 Lack of healthy stimulus = damage to brain that 

becomes increasing irreversible with age

 Toxic Stress

Cortisol (Excess)
 Harm to developing brain

 Alteration in body’s stress response

 Hyper or Under Responsive



Toxic Stress Effects Cont.









Animal Abuse Perpetration as an Indicator of Risk for 

Responders



Risks for Responders



Risks for Responders

 REMEMBER: 20% of intimate partner violence-related homicide 

victims ARE NOT a current or former intimate partner of the 

perpetrator.

 Family Members

 Neighbors

 Bystanders

 First Responders



Risk for Responders
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Risk for Responders

 History of Suicide Threats/Attempts
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Risk for Responders

 Access to Firearm
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Risk for Responders

 Used Weapon against Partner
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Officer Injured/Animal Control Runs



#19



#43



Effective Prevention, Identification, & Intervention



Effective Intervention

 Multi-Disciplinary Approach (San Diego, CA)

 Mi Escuelita Therapeutic Preschool



Allowing Families to Heal Together



Survivors of Emotional Maltreatment report that having just one 
person who gave “unconditional, positive regard; someone who 

thought well of them and made them feel important” was the single 
greatest contributing factor to their survival.

What Can We Do
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