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79th NSA President                                                                                         
Sheriff David J. Mahoney
Dane County, WI
David Mahoney is currently serving his fourth term as Dane County Sheriff.  He was first elected in November 2006 to become the 52nd Dane County Sheriff.

Sheriff Mahoney has been a professional law enforcement officer for 41 years.  Forty years of his law enforcement career have been with the Dane County Sheriff’s Office, where he worked in Security Services, Support Services, and Field Services Divisions.  Before joining the Sheriff’s Office, David worked for a short time for the Village of Cross Plains Police Department and City of Middleton Police Department. He also has extensive experience in labor management having served twelve years as a local, state, and national labor executive officer.

Mahoney has a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice from Mount Senario College in Ladysmith, Wisconsin and coursework through the University of Wisconsin – Madison and University of Virginia. David is also a graduate of the National Sheriffs Institute, the FBI National Academy, the FBI National Executive Institute (NEI) for Executive Management, and the Leadership in Police Organizations Course.
David was selected to participate as part of a national delegation of law enforcement leaders in a program to exchange law enforcement ideas and experiences with law enforcement in Israel in 2011 and 2013.

As Dane County Sheriff, David serves on several national, statewide and Dane County committees, to include

· National Sheriffs’ Association - Executive Committee, Board of Directors
· National Sheriffs’ Association - National President               
· National Sheriffs’ Association - Committees on NSI, Education and Training, Global Affairs, Homeland Security and Domestic Violence
· Major County Sheriffs of America - Executive Board - Secretary 

· Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence

· Governor’s Executive Council on Radio Interoperability

· Governor’s Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties

· Governor’s Council on Wisconsin Homeland Security

· WI Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
· WI Supreme Court Task Force on Mental Health and the Criminal Justice System
· WI Office of Justice Assistance (OJA) Regional Specialized Team

Task-Force Executive Committee
· Dane County RESPECT - Madison

· Dane County Taskforce on Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice

· Dane County Taskforce on Disproportionate Minority Confinement 

· Dane County Taskforce on Immigration Issues

· Dane County Criminal Justice Council

· Dane County Leaders of Color/Law Enforcement Collaboration

· Badger State Sheriffs’ Association - Board of Directors

· Badger State Sheriffs’ Association - Legislative Committee

· Dane County United Way - Communities of Color/Law Enforcement Leaders Council 

· Glacier’s Edge Council of Boy Scouts of America - Executive Board

· Wisconsin Institute for Learning Disabilities and Dyslexia, Inc. (WILDD) Executive Board of Directors

· REACH-A-CHILD - Board of Directors

· Pegasus Research Foundation - Advisory Board

· National Fight Crime - Invest in Kids

· Fourth Degree Knight - Knights of Columbus
David has taken a leadership role locally and nationally on the issue of incarceration of our nations mentally ill and has written or co-written articles and appeared locally and nationally on the subject (see below)
David’s wife, Kathleen, works at WEA Trust. They have two adult sons, Patrick and Sean.
Articles Sheriff Mahoney Has Written or Contributed To:

Kramer, Douglas. “If It Were Physical Pain, It Would Be Called Torture: A Story of Two Young Men.” Psychiatric Times. Mar. 25, 2015. Available at: https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/if-it-were-physical-pain-it-would-be-called-torture-story-two-young-men.
Karmer, Douglas, and David Mahoney. “Does barbarism at jail need more study? Only if the goal is further delay.” Capital Times. Nov. 12, 2015. Available at: https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/dr-douglas-a-kramer-and-sheriff-david-j-mahoney-does-barbarism-at-jail-need-more/article_215699a3-40de-597f-8a1f-fdacee8fe1ba.html.
Mahoney, David. “Mentally ill people in solitary confinement - we need to get them out.” The Hill. Aug. 30, 2016. Available at: https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/crime/293847-mentally-ill-people-in-solitary-confinement-we-need-to-get-them-out.
Mahoney, David. “Reforming sentencing laws will keep communities safe.” Capital Times. Mar. 10, 2016. Available at: https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/sheriff-david-mahoney-reforming-sentencing-laws-will-keep-communities-safe/article_f5cb5cfe-44e3-5b86-8ba2-a978ff7a1bd3.html.

Stocker, Michelle. “Boxed In: Fighting for Changes.” Capital Times. Nov. 6 2014. Available at: https://madison.com/ct/news/local/writers/steven_elbow/boxed-in-fighting-for-changes-sheriff-dave-mahoney-calls-his-own-jail-inhumane/article_22700cf9-2c20-53bb-afd2-e0e125c59f9e.html.
